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● The basic idea of Collaboration tools is 
to have everything at a centralized 
place:

– Tracking of Bugs, Changes, 
Requirement etc.

– Documentation
– Dashboard
– Version Control

1. Collaboration Tools
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● We are talking in particular about the 
following three Open Source 
Collaboration tools for Software 
Development.

– GForge
– trac
– Redmine

1. Collaboration Tools
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● Why?

– These are tools which are specific 
developed for Collaboration.

– Other tools support only partial areas 
for example Bug tracking, wiki etc.

– Groupware supports only partially 
parts for collaboration like Bug 
tracking or “project management” etc.

1. Collaboration Tools
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2. Overview

2.1 GForge

2.2 Trac

2.3 Redmine
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2.1Overview GForge
Start Page
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2.1Overview GForge
My Page
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2.1Overview GForge
My Page
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2.1Overview GForge
Admin
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2.1Overview GForge
Admin
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2.1Overview GForge
Activity
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2.1Overview GForge
Tracker
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2.1Overview GForge
Tracker
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2.1Overview GForge
Single Ticket (Bug)
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2.1Overview GForge
Single Ticket
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2.1Overview GForge
Single Ticket
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2.1Overview GForge
Tasks
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2.1Overview GForge
Tasks
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2.1Overview GForge
Tasks
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2.1Overview GForge
Docs
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2. Overview

2.1 GForge

2.2 Trac

2.3 Redmine



www.soebes.com 23(c) 2008 SoEBeS

2.2Overview trac
Wiki
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2.2Overview trac
Timeline
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2.2Overview trac
Roadmap
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2.2Overview trac
Roadmap
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2.2Overview trac
Edit Milestone
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2.2Overview trac
Repository Browser
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2.2Overview trac
View Tickets
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2.2Overview trac
New Ticket
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2. Overview

2.1 GForge

2.2 Trac

2.3 Redmine



www.soebes.com 32(c) 2008 SoEBeS

2.3Overview Redmine
Intro Page
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2.3Overview Redmine
Administration
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2.3Overview Redmine
Projects
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2.3Overview Redmine
Users
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2.3Overview Redmine
Roles
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2.3Overview Redmine
Roles
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2.3Overview Redmine
Trackers
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2.3Overview Redmine
Trackers
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2.3Overview Redmine
Project Settings
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2.3Overview Redmine
Project Overview
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2.3Overview Redmine
Activity
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2.3Overview Redmine
Roadmap
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2.3Overview Redmine
Issues
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2.3Overview Redmine
Issue Context
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2.3Overview Redmine
Ticket
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2.3Overview Redmine
Gantt Chart
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2.3Overview Redmine
Calendar
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2.3Overview Redmine
Log - Time
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2.3Overview Redmine
Settings
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3. Detailed Features
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● User Features

– Wiki
● GForge PlugIn; New release 
MediaWiki, but has to be 
configured separately.

– Ticket System

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Time Tracking
● Trac via PlugIn
● Supplemental Timesheet / Bugdet 
PlugIn's in Readmine

– Task Manager
● Only in Gforge
● Next Release of Redmine

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– File Area 
● Not in Trac

– Document „Management“ System 
● Not in Trac

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Forums
● Trac PlugIn

– Repository Browser 
● GForge ViewVC

– Mailing Lists
● GForge Mailman; GForge only

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Multi project support
● Not in Trac

– Sub Projects 
● Only in Redmine

– Custom fields for Tracker (Bugs, 
Support, Patch, Feature Request)

● Redmine site wide

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Project creation
● Trac only command line based 

– GForge and Redmine
● Via UI

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Supported Version Control Tools:
● CVS

– Not supported by Trac
– Redmine using CLI

● Subversion
– Trac out of the box (Python bindings)
– Redmine using CLI

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Supported Version Control Tools:
● ClearCase (PlugIn)

– GForge Only
● Perforce, Mercurial, Monotone, Git, 

Bazaar, Darcs
– Trac by PlugIns

● Mercurial, Git, Bazaar, Darcs
– Redmine support via CLI

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● User Features

– Remote Repository Support:
● GForge

– No
● Trac

– No
● Redmine

– Yes

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● Technical Features

– Supported OS's
● GForge Linux Only!
● Trac and Redmine support Linux, 
Windows and Mac OS

– User self-registration support
● Can be turned of in Redmine

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● Technical Features

– LDAP authentication support
● Trac via Apache
● Redmine/GForge more or less fully 
integrated.

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● Technical Features

– Supported Database Management 
Systems (DBMS):

● Redmine
– MySQL, PostgreSQL, SQLite, 
Oracle, DB2, SQLServer (Ruby 
On Rails)

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● Technical Features

– Supported Database Management 
Systems (DBMS):

● GForge
– PostgreSQL only

● Trac
– SQLite3 (default), PostgreSQL, 
MySQL

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion



www.soebes.com 65(c) 2008 SoEBeS

● Technical Features

– GForge
● More or less full SOAP Interface 
which can be accessed by 
different Languages (PHP, Pyhton, 
Java).
– Example in Java
http://jagosi.soebes.de

– Some bugs in there ;-)

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion

http://jagosi.soebes.de/


www.soebes.com 66(c) 2008 SoEBeS

● Technical Features

– Trac
● SOAP/RPC PlugIn exists

– Redmine
● Currently no SOAP/RPC support 
but in the issue list.

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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● Technical Features

– Trac
● Migration support from Bugzilla, 
Mantis and via CSV list.

– Redmine
● Migration from Trac, Bugzilla and 
Mantis.

3. Detailed Features
Comparsion
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4. Installation
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● Installation of GForge
(min. 1 Day; usually more...)

The first lines of the INSTALL Text:
Installation of GForge is a non-trivial undertaking, 
since it integrates with so many different components 
across your system. A skilled sysadmin is required to 
pull it off, or at the least a great deal of patience.

4.1Installation
GForge
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● Implemented in Python

● Installation can be done in about 15-30 
Minutes

– If you familiar with Python less than 
15 Minutes

4.2Installation
Trac
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● Implemented in Ruby with Ruby on 
Rails

● Installation can be done in about 15-30 
Minutes

– If you familiar with Ruby less than 
15 Minutes

4.2Installation
Redmine
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● Make your decision on which 
collaboration software you will use in 
the futuer.

Summarization
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● [1] Homepage trac

– http://trac.edgewall.com

● [2] Homepage Redmine

– http://www.redmine.org

● [3] Homepage GForge

– http://www.gforge.org

On-line Sources I

http://trac.edgewall.com/
http://www.redmine.org/
http://www.gforge.org/
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● [4] Test Installation (Commercial)

– http://www.jumpbox.com/app/redmine

● [5] Stack to Test Installation

– http://bitnami.org/stack/redmine

● [6] Lecture about Redmine (frensh)

– http://www.slideshare.net/elefevre/cours-du-soir-redmine-valtech

On-line Sources II

http://www.jumpbox.com/app/redmine
http://bitnami.org/stack/redmine
http://www.slideshare.net/elefevre/cours-du-soir-redmine-valtech
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subconf2008@soebes.com

● Thank you for your attention.

Questions?


